240
 Accidence	[§476
The prim. Germanic forms ot the second pers. sing, of
beran and bindan were ^birizi, *bindizi = Indg. *bheresi,
*bhendhesi, which would regularly have become *bire
(older *biri), *bind in OE. (§§ 211, 215), but already in
prehistoric OE. the second pers. sing, of strong verbs was
remodelled on the analogy of the first class of weak verbs
which did not have the chief accent on the stem in prim.
Germanic (§ 239, Note 2), The oldest OE. forms were
biris, bindis which regularly became later bires, bindes
(§ 215, Note). The ending -st arose partly from analogy
with the preterite-present forms wast, J>earft, scealt, &c.
and partly from a false etymological division of the
pronoun from the verb to which it was often attached
enclitically, thus birisfm became biristu, from which birist
was extracted as the verbal form, cp. the similar process
in OHG. The ending -st occurs earliest in the contracted
verbs, tiehst, sliehst, &c.
The prim. Germanic forms of the third pers. sing, of
beran and bindan were *t»iiidi (= OS, birid, OHG.
birit), *fcindidi = Indg. *bh<§reti, *bhendheti, which would
regularly have become *bired, older *birid, and *bind(d) in
OE., but already in prehistoric OE. the third pers. sing,
like the second was remodelled on analogy with the first
class of weak verbs. The oldest OE. forms were biri]>,
bindi>, later bir(e)]>, bint (§ SCO). The -ef became -es in
late Nth.
In the second and third pers. sing, the -i- (-e-) was
regularly syncopated after long stems, as hilpst, hilp}?,
ritst, rit(t), tiehst, tlehj>, £c., and remained after short
stems, as birest, bire>, fserest, faere>, &c. (§ 221), but
there are many exceptions to this rule, especially in WS.
and Ken., owing to new formations in both directions, as
bindest, bindej?, hilpest, hilpe>, &c., and on the other
hand birst, birj>, faerst, faerj?, &c. In Anglian the forms
without syncope were almost entirely generalized, but in

